
Unit: Print-making and collage Class: 1st yrs  Title: Pattern Length: 11weeks  Teacher: SJG 
Activity: Aim to produce a set of bold and lively silkscreen prints which have been derived from the observation of plant forms. 
Week: 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 11-12   
Exploration & 
Developing 
Ideas 
 
Investigating 
and Making 
 
Evaluating & 
Developing 
Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploration.  
Produce a 
drawing from 
observation – 
consider the 
positive and 
negative spaces 
created by large 
leaf forms set 
against the 
backdrop of 
the art room.  
Explore the 
potential for 
creating 
patterns whilst 
still working 
closely from 
observation. 

Exploration.  
Choose an area 
of the drawing 
that has a sense 
of pattern or a 
decorative 
quality.  
Develop the 
pattern further 
by considering 
the overlapping 
and repeating 
of a simple leaf 
form.  Work 
within the 
confines of a 
narrow strip 
format.   

  Develop pattern 
ideas by using a 
collage approach.  
Cut and paste 
simple shapes – 
use bold striking 
colours to create a 
lively Matisse-like 
quality.  
Transparent 
tissue paper might 
be used against 
blocks of flat 
colour to recreate 
the sort of layered 
effect in printing. 

Investigating and 
Making.  
Experiment with 
the collage to 
establish a pattern 
which might be 
achieved in a 
silkscreen print.  
Allow an 
immediate and not 
over laboured 
response – try to 
balance the 
positive and 
negative spaces.  
Experiment with 
both colour and 
form. 

Making.  Create several 
silkscreen prints which 
may be cut and re-
worked to resemble the 
Matisse paper cut-outs 
and stained glass 
windows.  Prints might 
be further developed 
with mono-printing in 
between the leaf forms 
thus returning to the 
original drawing starting 
point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Making.  Achieve a final 
collaged silkscreen piece.   
 
IT.  Research on Gary Hume 
and Henri Matisse.  
Experiments on photo shop to 
block out positive and negative 
spaces with colour. 
 
 
 

 

  

Knowledge and 
Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand the 
concept of 
negative and 
positive spaces. 

 Select an 
appropriate 
area.  Make 
decisions based 
on an 
understanding 
of other artists 
work. 

Know about 
Matisse’s 
decorative colour 
and pattern.  
Understand how 
to build up a 
collage. 

Understand the 
silkscreen process.  
Learn to handle 
the volume of 
printing ink 
required, the 
flooding of the 
screen ,stencils etc. 

Understand mono-
printing. 

   

Homework: 
 
 
 

Gary Hume 
flat blocks of 
colour. 

African textiles.  
Stripy format.      

Matisse Jazz 
series and paper 
cut-outs.  
Collage work. 
 

Plant or leaf 
studies from 
observation 
including 
background 
detail. 

William Morris flower 
and leaf patterns. 

Evaluation.  
 

 


